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Abstract

Bunka-Gakuin(X b2, Institute of Culture) &
Lee Jung Seob

Kim Inhye

Curator
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea

This text is a study focusing on the period from 1937 to 1940 when Lee Jung Seob
attended the ‘Bunka-Gakuin(S{{LE5, Institute of Culture) in Japan, then extending to
1943 where Lee worked within the Japanese artistic circle as he was still enrolled in this
institute. This text aims to examine the Japanese arts and cultural circumstances of the
time, the liberal ambience of the Bunka-Gakuin and Lee Jung Seob’s practice within this

environment to explore the root of formation of Lee’s artistic attitude.

The Bunka-Gakuin was established in 1921 by an architect and education entrepeneur,
Nishimura Isaku(1884-1963). It was a private institution with great liberty, not under the
‘school ordinance’ legislated by the Japanese government. Nishimura Isaku participated in
the actual architectural design to create building with comfortable atmosphere, resounding
private household. In fact, the institution did not have uniform, allowing students to wear
their own clothes and it not only implemented the first junior high level coeducation in
Japan, but also continued to stand with its ‘liberal spirit’ to the end, amongst the extreme
militarism at the end of the 1930’. As Principal Nishimura Isaku was imprisoned for the
‘crime of violating majesty’ of the Japanese Emperor in 1943, this institution was forced to

shut down and it holds a painful history of being used as military barracks.

Lee Jung Seob graduated from Osan High School in Jeongju, Korea and entered first
the Imperial Art Academy(ﬁ?%ﬁﬁ%‘&) of Japan in April 1936. However, he quit after
a year and re-enrolled in the Bunka-Gakuin. Here, Lee was educated by artists like Ishii

Hakutei, but it appears that he was deeply influenced by the older alumni who taught as



part-time instructors rather than official teachers of the institution. Along with his alumni
including, Murai Masanari, Yamaguchi Kaoru and etc., who formed emerging artists
collective, Lee worked within this circle of ‘Free Artist Society( H M7 E) (renamed
as ‘Creative Artists Association(ZEMIBIWEZ ) in 1940) until 1943 after his graduation.
In pursuit of free artistic activity, this collective resisted drawing war paintings in the first-
half of 1940’s, even when Asia-Pacific War reached its extremity. It could be suspected
that their movement did have certain degree of influence on small collective activities
of Koreans, including Lee Jung Seob. In 1941 Tokyo, Koreans who studied in various
art schools initially organized ‘Joseon New Artist Associatio( i MK HE) and it is
especially remarkable that figures with pro-Joseon tendency from Japanese arts and culture

sphere visited their exhibition.

Except for the postcards Lee sent to his junior, Yamamoto Masako he met in the Bunka-
Gakuin, very few works of Lee Jung Seob remain in this era. Nonetheless, Lee Jung Seob’s
period at the Bunka-Gakuin is entirely momentous in that it resolved the ‘attitude’ of a free
spirited artist through the sincere companionship between Japanese and Joseon artists in

Japan during the time.
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Abstract

The Life of Yook Myong-shim seen in the Course of the
History of Korean Photography

Sunkang Chang

Associate Curator
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea

Yook Myong-shim (FEHH.(», 1932~ ) is an elder artist who first set foot on photograhy in
1960’s, when discussion on the artistic value of photography intently began to kindle in the
face of Korea. He studied photography on his own and laid firm foundation of Korean
Photography as an educator, theorist, and artist. Yook organized the history of world
photography in his own unique way as a theorist, introduced acclaimed photographers
from abroad, and assumed the role of encouraging diverse perspectives on photography by
informing abundant foreign cases to the scene of Korean photography, where only realism
and salon photography existed. Also as an educator, he cultivated prominent artists and as
an artist, he maintained his position in the center of Korean photography as he presented
works imbedded with Korean identity.

Yook Myong-shim first began teaching at Seorabeol Art College in 1972, through a
course on ‘Photography and History of World Photography’. In this lecture, he unraveled
the phenomenon occurring across the artistic realm along with the history of photography.
Such instructional method further developed students who were fixed on the trend of
realism to survey the conditions of Korean photography, which was unable to move
forward. Afterwards in 1980’s, he made remarkable contribution for creating diversity in
Korean photography, which was worthy to be deemed as modern photography at last.
Moreover, through his pedagogy of encouraging individuality in students, he fostered
various different photographers with their own peculiar prospects including, Kwon
Boomoon, Lee Gapchul, and Choi Kwang-ho.

He also played an integral role as a theorist in the advancement of Korean photography,

escaping the trend of realism and entering into contemporary photography. Yook Myong-
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shim and Choi Injin co-wrote Korean Contemporary Art History: Photography, arranging
the history of Korean photography along the history of world photography between
1950’s to 1970’. This was published in 1978 by the National Museum of Modern and
Contemporary Art, Korea. Considering the lack of theoretical materials at the time, Yook
had translated Expression and Technique of Photography by Watanabe Tsutomu in 1980.
Also, his book, Theories of World Photographers published in 1987 from Youlhwadang
Publication is considered to be one of the texts for theoretical basis in learning
contemporary photography. Yook Myong-shim comprehended the history of Korean
photography within the course of world photography in the means to prevent the reality
of Korean photography being buried in the two parties of realism and salon photography,
thus made endless efforts to pose the distant future that photography art shall progress into.

On the other hand, Yook has been displaying distinctive works as an artist, surpassing
the limit of realism photography. His ‘carly photograph’ series and ‘Portrait of Artist’
series notably unveil the inner world of an artist, communicating with the object apart
from simply recording the reality. Yook continues on his exploration of Korean identity,
investigating through the series of ‘Baekmin’, ‘Black Sand Bathing’ and ‘Jangeung (lTotem
Poles)’.

Yook delivered to us the spirit and identity of object through camera, as another lense of
an artist and eloped the limitation of realism photography, as in remaining in the surface
of object. The inherent Korean spirit and identity have gained vitality through his capture

and this will continue to last together with us hereupon.
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Abstract

Hwang Kyu Baik: Seen and Unseen

Yang Okkum

Associate Curator
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea

Hwang Kyu-Baik (b.1932) was born in Busan and he had actively worked in Paris and
New York since 1968 for over 30 years as a representative modern printmaker of Korea.
He was a member of ‘Shin Jo Hyung’ and ‘Shin Sang Group’ from 1954 to 1967, and
carried on his career by participating in the Korean Contemporary Artists Invitational
Exhibition organized by Chosun Ilbo Company. However, Hwang’s thirst for Western
art and his will to escape the post-war devastation of Korea led him to the scene of more
liberal creative activities as he departed to France in 1968. Afterwards in 1970, Hwang
moved again and settled in New York, the center of contemporary art. He began to seek
new transformation and thus constructed a distinctive style by internalizing the traditional
printmaking technique of mezzotint in his own way.

Apart from home, Hwang Kyu-Baik secured unrivaled position as a printmaker early
on and won various awards at international print exhibitions including, Lublijana Print
Biennale (1979, 1981), Bradford Print Biennale (1974), and Firenze Print Biennale (1974).
Hwang’s works are housed in the collection of Museum of Modern Art (New York), Musée
d'art moderne de la ville de Paris, the British Museum, Victoria & Albert Museum, the
Albertina and more. He especially established solid foothold as an international artist
when he participated in the production of the official art portfolio of XIV Olympic Winter
Games in Sarajevo, Yugoslavia (1983-84) with 16 internationally renowned artists.

This thesis will extensively examine the 60 years working journey of Hwang Kyu-Baik
in chronological order, from the early prints created in 1968 after he left to Paris, to the
mezzotint works he concentrated between 1970’s to 1990’s settling in New York, and then
the recent painting works Hwang has been working on since he permanently relocated to

Korea in 2000.
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Abstract

Pavilion as the Experiment of Intermedia Art: Kunst Disco

Dah-young Chung

Assistant Curator
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea

Pavilion is rising as an experimental and alternative architecture in the age of
austerity today, despite its physical limitation as temporary construction. In particular,
it is noteworthy that pavilion blurs the boundary between architecture and art, thereby
facilitating collaboration and formal experimentation among various architects, artists,
and professionals from different genres. For instance, Kunst Disco planned as part of the
1988 Seoul Olympics Culture Festival could be recognized as the origin of contemporary
pavilion project in Korea. Kunst Disco was a temporary structure donated by the
government of West Germany to Seoul city and it was installed for 26 days in Ankara
Park of Yeouido as a base of avant-garde culture and arts. As 70 young German artists
participated to manage Kunst Disco, it was by far an unprecedented case and truly
the original modern sense of pavilion in Korea. This new style of architecture unseen
beforehand, not only shocked the general public but also the figures from culture and arts
scene. Regardless of its experimental and avant-garde features, scarce research materials
remain on Kunst Disco, yet it was introduced to the domestic architecture field when
Chung Guyon, who cooperated as local architect at the time, wrote disquisition in SPACE
Magazine. Furthermore, drawings, photographs and sketches left by Chung Guyon during
the collaboration process of Kunst Disco project are housed in the architecture archive of
the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea.

The purpose of this study is to reassess the possibility of pavilion through the review on
Kunst Disco project. Rather than conducting academic evaluation, it is to awaken the value
of a lapsed project by recollecting and organizing the few dispersed materials on Kunst
Disco. This text is written based on the literary material, newspaper and magazine articles

held in Chung Guyon Collection of the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary
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Art, Korea. Concentrating on number of data to be accumulated in the near future, it will
be able to invest new significance to pavilion, commonly known as temporary architecture
or makeshift building. Pavilion is the fruit of imagination and a remedy for the complicated
city of today or aged and stunted city. Kunst Disco would be deemed of its value in the

innovative attempt to subvert the rigid city.
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Abstract

The Culture Sharing Program of MMCA, Korea:
2015 Outreach Program

Han Jung-in

Associate Educator
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea

The National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea (MMCA, Korea)
administrates education program for everyone to participate, in endless effort to encourage
and expand public enjoyment of arts and culture. This text will briefly introduce the
2011-2015 education program of the MMCA, Korea, and further seck the product and
significance of culture sharing programs and the direction of future programs based on the
case of 2015 ‘Outreach Program’.

The culture sharing education is divided into ‘Culutral Diversity Program’, ‘Learners
with Disabilities Program’, ‘Outreach Program’ and ‘Culture Sharing Invitation’ according
to the features of the participants. Within this, the ‘Outreach Program’ initiated in 2011
and continues to this day for the children in the local areas deprived of arts and cultural
activities. The 2015 ‘Outreach Program’ was centered on the theme of ‘Creative Workshop
with Artist and Children Together’.

The outreach program of 2015 strived to extend the effectiveness of the program
through collaboration with artists, art education specilaists and arts and culture
professionals. The program this year was run by five collective of artists along the theme
of workshop, and these artists conducted workshops in connection to their usual creative
activities.

The culture sharing program of MMCA, Korea simultancously carries the purpose of
proliferating arts and culture and the promotion social welfare. It is for this reason that
the museum actively administers open projects for the entire stratum of the society to
appreciate and enjoy arts and culture.

From hereafter, the direction of ‘Outreach Program’ will be specialized with distinctive

art contents of MMCA, Korea and it will aim to establish self-sustaining arts and cultural

practice in cooperative efforts with the local communities and educational institutions.
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Abstract

The Whole Story of the Fourth Group: The Challenge and
Frustration of ‘Korean’ Happening

Jo Soo-Jin

Ewha Womans University

The Fourth Group is an art group whose livelihood was of the shortest in the history of
contemporary Korean art since its activity was carried out only for about two months from
June to August 1970. There is a widespread evaluation of the Fourth Group: Its attempt to
criticize the then older generation and social reality through its execution of happenings
was itself a happening because it was debilitated due to the oppression of authorities and
the then art scene’s frigidity toward it. Scholarly attention and interest have also long been
directed only to the group’s impact as a political avant-garde focusing on the assessment of
the authenticity of its social-critical attitude or on whether or not its anti-system activities
were successful. This study places importance on the subjective characteristics of the
Fourth Group and the way that its members’ performance art pieces was rendered in order
to cast light on the art-historical implication of the Fourth Group’s performance art works
besides its significance in terms of social criticism.

In result, this study has revealed the fact that although the Fourth Group was not a
group equipped itself with certain political ideology, it was both a cultural group and a
total art group which attempted to make an intimate approach to popular culture as a
representation of everyday life so as to create a new kind of art. Moreover, the Fourth
Group consisted of young people in their twenties and thirties who were antipathetic
toward the then older generation and was a youth subculture that established their own
generational identity and advocated such an identity of them through an alternative mass
media of a weekly magazine. For the group happenings meant a means to criticize the
conservativeness of the then social climate and the then existing cultural and artistic scene
and thus they represented something more than an avant-garde art form whose aim was

to nullify the boundaries between different art forms. A happening was, for its members,
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not a tool for the reformation of the system of realpolitik, but it was a tool for anti-art and
further a tool for cultural politics based on the identity of their generation.

The first Korean subculture was substantiated and nurtured by the Fourth Group’s
happenings as the first endeavors to create a relationship between avant-garde art and
popular culture in Korea. Yet in the course of it, they located themselves in the center of
the conflicts caused by the then socio-cultural oppositions such as ‘the reception of Western
art’ and ‘the preservation of traditional culture,” ‘the artist as the elite’ and ‘the populace,’
‘the older generation’ and ‘the younger generation,” and ‘art’s duty to engage in social
reality’ and ‘art for art’s sake’. In other words, acute disputes and new awarenesses were
generated as the stances and interests of government authorities, the fine art scene and the
popular culture milieu ran counter to one another.

The essential significance of the Fourth Group’s happenings lies in such a process itself—
their existential status as a cultural metamorphosis in which one of the most up-to-date art
forms of the West was subject to transformation as it was introduced to and interacted with
Korea, which was a marginal culture. The Korean metamorphosis of Western Happening
1s clearly evinced by ‘the artistic structure of the Fourth Group in which the East and
the West are combined,’ ‘the inertia of the then institution of art that a popular culture
magazine was the only option available to be chosen as an alternative mass media,” ‘the
fact that the group came to assume a form of youth subculture through its collaboration
with a weekly magazine,” ‘the then socio-cultural circumstances that its street happenings
were understood as embodying decadence and impropriety,” and ‘the then art scene that
rejected happening by accusing it as a form of decadent avant-garde art’. Accordingly, it is
true that the Fourth Group was frustrated in the process of its efforts to establish ‘Korean’
Happening. But the group was not a failure at all. For everything about the Fourth Group
from its formation and dismantlement constitutes the cardinal nature and art-historical

significance of ‘Korean’ Happening.
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