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Abstract

Eve in Barley Field or Mannequin in Fantasy

Kim Kyoungyeon

Myongji University

Sook-Ja Lee has continuously produced colored paintings for about 50 years after she
entered the world of painting in the mid 1960’s at Hongik University, where she studied
under Chun Kyung-Ja. Lee holds a firm position in the Korean contemporary colored
painting circle with experiences of being selected 15 times in the “Korea Art Exhibition”,
receiving special selection award and grand prize, recommended for National Art
Exhibition and served as the president for Choon-Choo Fine Art Association for painters.

The ocuvres of Sook-Ja Lee, which could be defined as an endless excavation of colored
paintings, could be marked with the growth as an artist through National Art Exhibition
and the internalization of observational academism. The women in Lee’s paintings
appeared working in markets, fields or folk art in the background, as this was one form
of female portraitures in the national exhibition. During the early stage of her career,
the influences of Chun Kyung-Ja stood out and she gradually began to establish her own
individual style. The artificial women with no facial expression, absent of exchange with
the audience or between the figures, could be considered to be the consistent individuality
of Lee’s female portraiture, leading from the works exhibited in the national exhibition to
the Eve series.

Another feature in the works of Sook-Ja Lee is the pursuit of the coloring technique.
Since the 1970, she had experimented with the properties of paint as she earnestly
adopted mineral pigment aside from the generally used pigment powder and emphasized
the ‘presence of color’. The flower, women, folk art, barley fields and cow that Lee enjoyed
painting in her works, could be understood in the relationship within the various expression
of mineral pigment and the coloring technique of experimenting with mati¢re (matter).
Furthermore, the production method of countlessly repeating identical gestures according

to the use of mineral pigment accentuates the handcraft qualities, and the flatness of the
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picture plane along with the design aspects aroused by this handicraft qualities are also her
very own distinctive feature.

Sook-Ja Lee had strived to invest the ‘seeking of Korean painting’ within her coloring
experimentation. When mentioning Sook-Ja Lee as a painter, her endless historical study
on the lineage of Korean colored painting and her continuous reflection on the ‘art
historical position of colored paintings’ and ‘traditionality of colored paintings’ should
never be overlooked. The question of ‘traditionality’ is bound to lead towards the question
of ‘nationality’ and the ‘Korean identity’. Sook-Ja Lee intended to pursue the ‘Korean
identity’ by using the images of barley fields, Backdu Mountain and other images that
represented the Korean nationality. The barley fields or Backdu Mountain in her paintings
hold dual significances in that they are the spaces embedded with joys and sorrows as the
cradle of the Korean people as well as the uncontaminated spaces of pureness and origin.
The barley fields and Baekdu Mountain are in fact the symbol of nationality and the

Korean identity as well as the surreal fantasy world within her.
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Abstract

LEE BUL’s Aubade

Kim Hyoungmi

Curator
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea

The large-scale installations of Lee Bul, Civitas Solis II and Aubade III, observed in this
text could be noted in extension of Mon Grand Récit series she earnestly began in 2005.
Mon Grand Récit series dealt with the discourse that governed the scene of 20th century
architecture leading from her previous works where Lee exposed the suppressive correlation
between the body and society and distressful future of science technology civilization. This
was unfolded into a large-scale site installation recomposed as landscape. Theoretically,
Mon Grand Récit reflects Lee Bul’s view on the French philosopher, Jean-Francois Lyotard,
who believed that grand narrative, in other words, meta-narrative is impossible in the
postmodern era. Lee Bul recognized the impossibility of grand narrative and intended to
unravel the fragmented, unsettled ‘small’ stories consistently floating in the air. It leads us
to have renewed consideration of the spirits of the modern era, which continue to appear
in our awareness and daily lives although we had witnessed the traces of corruption and
failure of modernistic idealism in the course of history.

Glimpse of countless ideas (thoughts), mumbles of various illocutions, the eruption of
many ‘lives’, which cannot be suppressed anymore, and though these “small” narratives
were in fact inherent within utopia, it had to be effaced and it was also proved that its
fundamental impossibility were core elements positioning utopia. However ironically,
it 1s the dillemma of utopia that this impossibility leads to dreaming of another utopia.
Such dillemma has been creating the history of utopia. Billions of lives were sacrificed
in aspiring for such ideal community, risked deficiency and deaths, and at times sent tacit
agreement to grand discourse and often became numb to it. The moment you cross over
the Maginot line beyond one’s powers, a society is bound to collapse in any form.

Another work of Lee Bul, Micronation, mentioned in the closing of this text also signifies
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that as long as with continue with our lives, we cannot help but dream of an ideal world
despite of its finitude, actually due to its finitude. Whether it is expressed as utopia or ideal
world or some kind of community, this is identical to a ghost existing through the absence
of itself. That ghost persistently follows us. Perhaps this is on the grounds that utopia 1s
somewhere that holds our hope for happiness that we desperately dream of. Lee Bul presses
herself for another determination again in the midst of “life” as if she is dreaming of

‘another’ utopia.
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Abstract

Young Architects Program, a delightful challenge to
the boundaries between art and architecture

Park Geuntae

Clurator
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea

Young Architects Program(YAP) is an architecture project initiated at MoMA PS1
in 1998 to discover and foster young and talented architects, providing them with
opportunities to design their own projects. It is currently expanded to CONSTRUCTO
in Chile, MAXXIT in Italy, Istanbul Modern in Turkey, and MMCA in Korea. Like the
architects participating in other YAP countries, the architects in Korea are also required
to develop their ideas that include ‘water’, ‘shade’ and ‘seating” which are main three
elements of the program. Also, they are encouraged to include ideas of sustainability and
recycle in creative ways. Recently the meaning of contemporary art is being sought from
the relationships between the artist and audience. It is in line with the idea that architecture
1s apparatus to gather people and encourage them to communicate and this is what the
MMCA expects from the YAP. YAP is a delightful challenge against the borderline between
contemporary art and architecture as well as the last piece of the puzzle for architecture
of the MMCA Seoul. It will also strengthen our consistency and commitment toward
architecture projects. MMCA YAP will keep examining new roles of architecture beyond

the boundary of architecture and art.
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3) Oxford English Dictionary (http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english)

4) o7, el B it A g o] S9ut Wt e Al45W 4%, 2012, pp.126~139.

5) “To be deemed of Outstanding Universal Value, a property must also meet the conditions of integrity and or
authenticity and must have an adequate protection and management system to ensure its safeguarding. ILE.
Intergrity and/or Authenticity,” UNESCO, “Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritgae
Convention,” Criteria for the assessment of Outstanding Universal Value 78.

6) Seligman, G.S. “Unidentified English embroideries in the Museum Cinquantenaire,” The Burlington Magazine
41(233), 1922, pp.75~76.

7) EE Hop, Ve BA A9 clatE,, T doloF & dleolE3t vl 404, XA, 2013, pp.587~597.
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It is our duty to hand them on in the full richness of their authenticity.

ZERME O59| TIHYE IS |XIStH 2HF= Ho| 22(9] 2Rt

The understanding of authenticity plays a fundamental role in all scientific studies

of the cultural heritage, in conservation and restoration planning, as well as within
Ligt2 M the inscription procedures used for the World Heritage Convention and other cultural
heritage inventories.
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Authenticity is the quality of a heritage site to express its cultural significance through
its material attributes and intangible values in a truthful and credible manner.
It depends on the type of cultural heritage site and its cultural context.
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9) Bracker, A., “Oh, The Shark Has Pretty Teeth, Dear,” V&A Conservation Journal 35, Summer, 2000. “I did an

interview about conservation and they told me formaldehyde is not a perfect form of preservation... what are

they going to do about it? I said I'm not going to do anything, that’s the piece. They actually thought I was using

formaldehyde to preserve an artwork for posterity, when in reality I use it to communicate an idea.”
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Abstract

Interpreting Authenticity
in the Conservation of Contemporary Art

Eunjin Kim

Conservator
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea

Contemporary art represents the contemporaneous characters of the time we live;
diversity, instability, uncertainty, individuality, etc. These instabilities make the conservators
face with complex choices. We have been struggling with the ephemerality of materials
and technology of contemporary art. Comparing to the well-established process of
conservation such as stabilization, reconstruction of missing parts for the traditional media,
there are so many opinions for the new media. This writing is based on the idea that the
conservation strategies for contemporary art must be different from those for the traditional
art.

The word ‘authenticity’ was used by Walter Benjamin in his essay to describe the
qualities of an original work of art as having a presence in time and space, a unique
existence in the place. It also has an opposed meaning to reproduction or forgery. In terms
of museology, the first duty of the museum is to give us the material necessary for the
avoidance of errors, by the exhibition of choice and characteristic examples of ‘indisputable
authenticity’ (Seligman, 1922). In many definitions by conservation institutions worldwide,
it is considered as the main value to preserve and restore as an evidence of the past.

The Venice Charter for the conservation and restoration of monuments and sites
(ICOMOS, 1964) is often cited as being responsible for the introduction into common use
of the term ‘authenticity’ in conservation.(Gordon, 2012) It appears in the first paragraph
of the charter; it is our duty to hand them on in the full richness of their authenticity. In
the Nara Documentation on Authenticity ICOMOS, 1994), the concept of authenticity is
defined as referential, in relation to cultural heritage: it applies neither to meaning nor to

any material artifact but concerns an immaterial value invested with a foundation of power.
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(Choay, 1995) A noteworthy one is the Burra Charter in 1999, where the word ‘changes’
become to be meaningful. Recently, after the international conference "Intervention
Approaches for the Twentieth Century Architectural Heritage", the following text, so
called, Madrid Document 2011 was produced.

Though the discussions have been in the conservation of historical monuments and cites,
we can easily apply the issues to the fine art. Generally, the ‘objective’ of conservation
activity has not changed so far and seems to be the same in the future. However, the ‘object’
we try to conserve has expanded in consequence of expansion of the art. The meaning
of art has become to include non-material factors such as concept, participation, sounds,
performance, smell, etc. The ‘object’ in the museum should have an ‘authenticity’ which
everyone could agree to preserve. As a result, the ‘authenticity’ also encompasses the non-
material, invisible factors. Most importantly, we realized that the conservation treatment
of the object must respect the effect of time. Conservators started reflecting on themselves,
their obsession over material fetishism even what they cannot restore theoretically.
Therefore, the main concern on the conservation of fine art seems to be changed to the
methodological and ethical problems from the practical approaches such as how to line the
painting and how to reconstruct the missing part, etc.

Thinking of the new media art, we have to admit that the ‘authenticity’ of works of art
could be ‘variable’. It has to be agreed that permanence of the new media work can be
achieved through endless changes because of its inevitable short lifespan caused by obsolete
technology. It is said that one of Paik’s greatest innovations was that of departing from the
rigid notion of a singular authentic object and realizing his work through the reproduction
of numerous versions, variations and clones. (Hanna Hoélling, 2012) In other words, it is the
expansion of authenticity in works of art. Then, what should be conserved to maintain the
authenticity of works of art?

Recently, there was a conference titled ‘authenticity in transition’ in the UK, NeCCAR
conference 2014. They explain that changing artistic practice alters or affects how we
interpret, conceive, conserve, collect and curate art with a special reference to the concept
of authenticity and artistic intent. It is not the absolutely immortal notion anymore. Now
we all agree that new media has short life expectancy, and technology obsolescent makes

the conservator face difficult and complex choices comparing to the traditional media such
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as paintings and sculptures. Interpreting the ‘authenticity’ of works of art, especially in the
new media art, needs more open approaches.

The role of conservators at the contemporary art museum shouldn’t be limited to
addressing technical issues such as cleaning and fixing monitors, but to develop a deeper
understanding of the evolution of technology to provide the appropriate solution for
cach case. Philosophical and logical decision making process should be an integral part
of the media art conservation and should be a collaborative process with other museum
professionals such as curators, technicians and archivists. Conservators need to make sure
that the decision is based on the artist’s permission, artist’s intent, and general consensus on
the matter.

Artist’s original intent and his opinion on conservation and preservation of works
of art could be good guidelines in decision making process. Therefore, collecting as
much information as possible thorough artist interview or written manuals 1s highly
recommended. Also, recording every variable factor in iterations and archiving related

items in detail are necessary.
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Abstract

Museum and Public Design:
Study in relation to MMCA Seoul Communication Design
Renewal Project

Choi Youjin

Design Manager
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea

Following the enforcement of “Legislation on Public Design Promotion” in August 2016,
the legal foundation to promote the aesthetic improvement of public design appears to be
concretized step by step. Contrary to private corporations, public institutions do not hold
the survival logic of prioritizing aggressive strategy for the unconditional pursuit of profit,
therefore, public design project should prioritize aesthetic design in full consideration of
appropriateness of usable condition and ethical design for the public value more than
anything else.

The Seoul branch of the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea
has promoted “MMCA Seoul Communication Design Renewal Project” to magnify
the benefit of general public and strengthen the identity and operation effectiveness of
the museum through the improvement of its environment and promotional material
design throughout series of three projects from 2015 to 2016 as part of the public design
project. This project is a case where progressive design improvement occurred in the
general environment and promotional material production according to its necessary
priorities throughout the collaborative efforts of the design department, customer support
department and the facilities department of the museum. Prior to the planning of this
project, a fundamental study on the historicity and specificity of MMCA, Seoul building
site was arranged, conducting analysis on operation state of affairs and user experience
for a year. Through this case, it is possible to gain full understanding of the function, role

and general process of museum public design project from planning-research-analysis
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to consultation-lay out-production-installation-management. This project had received
recognition of its design excellence winning the grand prize at the 9th Korea Public Design
Award in the public project sector with a comment, “Exemplary and extensive project
devoted to design method”.

This is meaningful in the macroscopic perspective to not only invest in the design field
for temporary projects such as exhibition, but also to continue long-term investment in the
service design and design management of the museum. The museum anticipates making
social contribution from the various cultural ripple effects by excavating and promoting
beneficial public design projects for the amelioration of the autonomous relationship

between public domain and general public.
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Abstract

The Culture Sharing Program of MMCA, Korea:
Workshop with Artist for 2016

Han Jung-in

Educator
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea

This text will introduce the case of ‘Workshop with the Artist’, promoted as part of
the cultural exchange educational program of the National Museum of Modern and
Contemporary Art, Korea during the year 2016 and seek the direction of participatory
museum education through the process of reflecting upon its signficance.

As the procedure of active participation and communication were critical to the recent
<Cultural Diversity Program> and <Outreach Program> proceeded as artist workshop
among the cultural exchange projects, the time spent together with participants and artists
held great meaning in itself.

This year <Cultural Diversity Program> had arranged an audience participatory
workshop in relation to Jonathan Borofsky’s Singing Man, one of the representative
outdoor sculptures of the MMCA Gwacheon branch. Organizing 8 performance
workshops called the “"Micro-world for Giant Friend” with the artist collective of
Wonho Lee (Park Young Kyun, Im Jeong-eun, Kyu Yun Choi) who holds great interest
in community art, this had presented new direction for museum education arranged in
outdoor space in various aspects of the program’s scale, visual results and etc.

On the other hand, <Outreach Program> had operated 32 artist workshops at the
elementary schools located in four districts (Jindo-gun, Cheorwon-gun, Pyeongtaek-si,
Pocheon-si) under the large theme of <The Museum of the Future>. Artists were selected
through an open call evaluation and two artist collectives of Kim, Joon (Hye Joo Jun,
Jung ji yun, Heeyoung Kim) and Hong Bo Mi (Kim Shin Young, Lee Jin-young, Eun Joo
JUNG) were selected. They performed various activities such as drawing with children,

performance, soundscape and etc. at the school to imagine the ‘future museum’ that these

20164 =goinjext 2ett=ns ‘olartet st H3E 121



children would visit in the near future.

On the account of the recent workshops, the participants were able to heighten their
understanding of arts and culture through the creative activities with the artists who are
usually difficult to meet and artists were given the time to exchange their thoughts with the
participants.

The National Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Korea will continue to
conduct workshops working together with artists and participants, in efforts to have close

contact with the contemporary art scene.
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Abstract

Arts of Conversion: the Group AG

Park, Eunyoung

Center for Art Studies

AG(Korea Avant-garde Group) is an aggressive artistic group who worked from 1969 to
1975. They were a peak of art movement in the late 1960s and sign of art practice in the 1970s.
Artists and critics participated in AG for the first time in Korea, so it was an organizational art
movement combined by magazine publishment and exhibition for the joint goal.

From the four exhibitions of AG, we can abstract the characteristics of the works as follows.
First, they reflected attributes of developing city and modern civilization and created geometric
abstraction, pop-art image and architectural image, etc. Second, they concentrated on the
exploration of objective realities’ structure and origin, introduced objects to works directly,
eliminated the division of art genres and formed conceptual art. Third, they pursued Korean
identity by various languages of art forms through the daring acception of foreign styles.

AG symbolized Avant-garde’, but didn’t resist politically and socially. They accepted modern
civilization rather than criticized it, and pursued reformation of the art, not subversion of the
art. So, they are far from radical Avant-garde. However, they realized realities of Korean art,
artists and critics participated in organizational movement equally, they continuously conducted
experiments for crises of modern art and their identity was found in international artistic
trend of the same period for statement of independent aesthetic sense. Therefore, they showed
aspects of Avent-garde.

At the turning point from the 1960s to the 1970s, AG showed double-sided trial of
modernism and post-modernism. Double-sidedness of AG showed double aspects of
contradictory realities of not only art but also the period and double aspects of intellectuals
and artists, who lived in the period. AG reflects contradictory desires of the period, such as
freedom and richness, resistance and stableness, construction and deconstruction, groupism
and individualism, and the significances can be evaluated as it was revivified to essential

phenomenon of life and realities and expended to various art forms.
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Abstract

I, as a Logical Subject not Collective:
The Meaning of ST Art Movement in 1970s Society

Kim Mi-jung

Hong-ik University

This paper focuses on the aesthetic meaning in collective discourses in the 1970s, when
ST artists’ analytical sense of identity represented by Lee Kun-yong’s ‘Logical-Event,” and
the independence of individual artists as the subject of the act had put pressure on society
in all directions.

Group ST, the abbreviation of ‘Space and Time Design & Arts Association,’ is an arts
organization which has been run for 10 years in the 1970s. With Lee Kun-yong as the
central figure, artists such as Kim Bok-young, Kim Young-min, Sung Neung-kyung, Jang
Suk-won, and Yun Jin-seup had participated in this organization. Founded in 1970, the
organization had hosted a total of seven group exhibitions by 1980 since it hosted the 1st
exhibition in 1971. In addition, the organization had been a place for academic and work
activities, where numerous public seminars and discussions on art works were hosted, and
related data were published in the form of magazine. Even after the experimental post-
painting art, which had been active in the late 1960s, had died down, the ST had been at
the center of conceptual art in the 1970s by hosting various events, individual exhibitions
and group exhibitions. The first-half period of the ST activities overlapped with that of
Avant-garde Association, and the latter-half period of the ST activities led to the creation
of a group, Reality and Utterance, which was established in 1989 and had led Realism in
the 1980s.

This paper focuses on the fact that the group had played a major role for the 10 years
in the 1970s. What 1s interesting about the discourses of ST group activities regarding
the performance of Lee Kun-yong, Kim Young-min, and Jang Suk-won is that their
performances were regarded as the results of ‘necessity’ and ‘logic,” not ‘coincidence.’

ST movement is what differentiated from Lee U-fan’s post-modern aesthetics or the

166 =EICHO|s SF==F M8H

monochrome painting in the 1970s that strictly adhered contingency, to which a subject
cannot intervene in, and ‘Korean’ or ‘Oriental’ identity. This is a unique identity that
ST art movement has in cultural discourses in Korea’s postwar art, in particular, in the

1960s-80s.
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Abstract

Development and Appearance of 1974-1979 Daegu
Contemporary Art Festival

Park Min Young

Curator
Daegu Arts Center

‘Daegu Contemporary Art Festival’ is one of the avant-garde artistic activitites occured
in Daegu as the center during the late 1960’s as a festival to unravel experimental works
of art. This festival was held five consecutive times from 1974 to 1979, exchanging with
local artists as well as major organizations such as ‘S.T(Space and Time)’, ‘Shincheje’
and more and further developed into an event encompassing artists across the nation.
In 1974, 12 artists including Kidong Kim, Youngjin Kim, Jae Yoon Kim, Jongho Kim,
Kangso Lee, Myungmi Lee, Myochun Lee, Hyang Mi Lee, Hyunjae Lee, Byungso Chot,
Tae Gap Hwang, and Hyunwook Hwang participated as initiators and thus this became
a catalyst, arousing various contemporary art movements in different parts of the country.
At the time, they united to absorb and proliferate avant-garde art as the emerging group of
influence, and thereby stepped forward to establish the form of their works while studying
the international trend of the era. Daegu Contemporary Art Festival in the center of such
activities had played significant role in forming experimental and avant-garde group of
artists who appeared around Daegu such as Kangso Lee, Hyun-ki Park, Youngjin Kim,
Byungso Choi and etc. in the 1970’s Korean painting circle.

Daegu Contemporary Art Festival exhibited distinctive formal quality with its various
outdoor events held in open natural environments like the vicinity and valley(cold spring)
of Nakdong River(Gangjeong). The performance works exhibited in the outdoors
space displayed immaterial elements of shadow, time and concept. And multiple works
appeared to unveil the phenomena of material through inactive gesture or temporality
with water, earth and nature in the background. Along with performance art, artists

have practiced new experiments and activities as a collective, producing video works

188 =ZECiO|e S7 == M8H

together and studying various media. The video co-produced by Kangso Lee, Hyun-ki
Park, Youngjin Kim, Byungso Choi and Hyunjae Lee had demonstrated the tendency of
recording the appearance of transforming substance and works that showed the concept
of the inside and outside through the structural features of media. Their works usually
manifested interest in the self-awareness of reality in the structured condition and material
transformation, and exhibited similar concept and intention in different cases of expression

method or media such as performance, painting, video and etc.
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